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L RAFI (the Rural Advancement Foundatron L
1 “lnternatronal) is an international. non—governmental
|.. - organization with headquarters in Ottawa, Canada

o andis governed by an 13-member Board of
| Trustees;: RAFl is concerned about Iong-term
‘ ,human food securrty and partrcularly about: the
,plant genetic- resouirces that nurttire human life.

~For 15 years,: -RAFI has worked with farmers

L ,orgamzatrons other rural NGOs, and concerned
" citizens worldwide to- promote sustarnable ,
e agrrculture and to-confront the conditions, pollcres o
o fand practices that threaten: -global food secunty

RAFI is particularly alarmed that genetrc

1 'drversrty is berng lost n the world s major stap'le

"tood crops Modern agrrculture wrth rts

- Massive | introduction of uniferm seeds: s
(especrally the hrgh response varretres of the

o green: revolution), has led to genatic erosion —,f-__°
f . -adramatic: decrease in the genetic. drversrty of -
food crops, especially in Africa, Asia, the Mrddle
.. Eastand Latin America, where most of the "<~
f._‘world s staple foods orrgmated and Where therr ‘

genetrc diversity is greatest ,
- This report will summarrze RAFI S actrvrtres

.' for the year ended 31 August 1992 It will also
o -provrde a retrospectrve of15 years of. RAF! s
work o S



 Rural Advancement Foundation International -~ L0

- regsearchers gathered in the winter of 1977 in.

o resources” and RAFI cast its attention more: W|dely to-
;" include.all agricultural diversity. It began to-soundan - .

. alarm‘about the potential impact of new- btotechnologles PR
S -which threaten to change World agriculture at least aS s
| :dramatrcally as the green révolution - had'done.:* . ~ . J o
I RAFI's focuis -and. dctivities enlarged but jts: purpose S
| R remalned constant. The campaigners that forced” -
- ~governments and rndustry to look at the politics of L
~ - genetic resources in the 1970s and.early 1980s contmue )
.. to‘address agricultural policy matters.: -They have also o
o _shown their ability to-be diplorrats and negotiators.”

T -,-the “court jester” of the global agricultural: research
... System, and as thé “iron butterﬂy” of sustainable ’_ -
- agrieulture and- blodlverSIty “rioving between'the = -
. "grassrootsand the: rarn‘led upper—atmosphere of UN
.- Negotiations”™. - = -
RAFlsresearch exemphfled thlsyear bythe S
excellent commuhiques on pyrethrum and potatoes

respect. .

Ce ’NGOS governments and multilateral bodies - on the
*".- implications'and choices involved iri the UNCED,:.
- . pegotiations, and on the future role of mternatlonal o
* . "agricultural institations. Perhaps most of all, RAFI has
~* won respect and admiration for its often- unorthodox
. creativity in bringing new |deas perspectrves and
. _strategles to world attentron ,
© .+ "The surprise for many- readers will be that the RAFl .'
- they have known for fifleen years soared toa =~ -
“complement.of six-persons this year.

small band of international agricuftural advocates and-

Saskatchewan, Canada to discuss “seeds”. <
- Since that historic meetlng, RAFI has: brought the

. questlon of declmmg crop genetic diversity to the o
. .world’s attention,” Under RAFY's intensive efforts, and
~ - together. with sister NGOs, this obscure scieriific
- - .concern became a central.issue in the lnternatronal
" agricultural research'and development community. o
-~ Inihe 1970s, RAFI warned that-the green. revolution.
.7 and commermal seed varieties were leading to massive : .
"~ erosion.of the world’s genetic stock for food crops.. This =
S ;led in time fo the creation of new UN organs and legal .

S instruments‘to conserve: genetlc diversity,-and was most o
o recently reflected i inthe Earth’ Summlt’s Brodlversdy ';
fo Treaty and Agenda 21. - :

_As RAF evolved,. “seeds” became plant genetlc

“Duiring 1992, I-heard -RAF! variously: desctibed as -

prepared by Hope Shand has earned rt consrderable

RAF['s analysrs has’ also been W|dely sought by

Butthe more RAFI changes, the morelt stays the

* same. :Of the little crew that first met in 1977 — each j
- -fromi‘a different organization, several now. work as RAFI - -
.. staff. “Ken Shipley became RAFI’s Director of Operatioris- .
.m 1992 Jean Chrlstre tomed us to work on'the bropollcy '

B Bomfal of T ms‘tees

1A MESSAGE FRCM THE PRESIDENT

: {I am dellghted to otfer you this Annual Report for RAFl
. forthe fiscal year ending 31 August, 1992.- | hope that
Cyou will read it carefully, share it with ‘colleagues, and "
" . join-with:me in admiiration fof. the accomphshments ot
" this remarkable voluntary: organlzatlon . S
o _ RAF is,.in many.ways, unique. Withify these pages o
- -you will find - highly-abbreviated account of RAFI’s main- .. -
- activities since its inception. It has been 15-years-since a '(

,j - agenda based temporanly |n Austraha Hope Shand -
.- though not at that first meeting, jomed RAFI only months
" :later, to work with Cary Fowler-in RAFI-USA. She -
- - developed RAFI's focus on biotechnology froma -
"~ vantage-point overlookmg North Carolina’s Research
- Triangle Park,.and returned this yéar from study fo--

coritinue that work. Cary now works wnth the UN Food <

. and Agnculture Organlzatron directing preparatlons for 7"
..+ what we think of as the “Seeds.of the Earth Summit®.in
7 . 1995, Pat Mooney, who organized the. 1977- meetmg, RV
. commutes between Manitoba and-the RAFI headquarters :
.in Ottawa; as Executive Director.” Bev Gross.completed - -
. “ten years. with RAF! as office manager, researcher, and .
. traffic ditector in Ottawa, and Kathy Zaumseil completed a
: _hve yearsof research and administration with-RAF-USA.

~This-annual report commemorates not only a 15th

o ) annrversary for RAFI, but also afirst.. As many of our .
. friends.well Know, RAFI has néver stood fauch on”:
-ceremony. We' have never before pubhshed anannual

report. Although RAF# began-work in 1977, it was not ’_Av

- . legally incorporated until 1985. ‘Until 1990, RAFI
- -activities-and finances were managed by'the US- based .
- National Sharecroppers Fund/Rural Advancement Fund. -~
Followmg a restructuring, RAFI opened an lnternatlonal
¢ . office in-Ottawa. We are especially gratefultothe - = -
- “Canadian International-Develgpment Agency tor fundlng L
L ;'the gstablishment.of the Ottawa office..

-With the recently-changed structure; RAFI S Board

.,took steps to institutionalize development s “rom o
* butterfly”,-and stréngther its own role: Always actlve lf'
--sometimes free-wheellng, the Board formalized its .
. “Executive and Pragram Committees.and added three
-~ strong new:menibers in 1992, Ersking’ Chllders
" formerly a senior official in the UN Secretarlat e
~.~ Ambassador Amir-Jamal of Tanzanla spmtual leader of S
|- “The Scuth Centre:in.Geéneva; and Ursula ="+ - '
e ‘Schulz—Dornburg, NGO campalgnerfrom Germany, all
i ’agreed to join-RAFI's- Board after years of support to
. RAFRn: otherfora; .. -

“The Board also’ recognlzed Pat Mooney S place ln

Af S the organlzatton by formallzmg hlS tltle of Execuhve
... Director. .

- "RAFI has always been a. ploneer in taklng on |ssues

~such as genetic. resources conservation; blotechnology, .
“and'intellectual property concerns long: before they -
- become.well known and popular Th|s 5 not llkely to
e change ’

Fam confrdent that RAFI wrll contrnue to be the

_ ,,challengmg campaigner it has always been,: }am also -
~“confident that the institutional steps we have taken-in . - -
- 1992 will make it a still more formldable “butterﬂy in the' :
T ﬁyearsahead ; : D

* Sven Hamrell

Preszdent -
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: In the late 19708, RAFI

- *first brought the loss of Third World: genetrc
- diversity: to public attentron at an mternatronal

meeting in Canada;

s _published: the “Graham Centre Seed Drrec— .,
- tory”, calling attention fo corporate concef~. -° -

'tratron in the'seed industry as-a threat to

“-agricu itural diversity, and provrdmg ahstot

‘traditional seed companres m the USA

- .. Canada and the UK;
Coel 'publrshed Seeds of the Earth in Enghsh .
TET French Spanrsh German ltalran and Japa- -
" - Nese; A R
© .« made presentatrons at the UN Conference on-;-» o
~* Sgience &Technology for Development e

Vrenna and to FAO in Rome, -

.'?"In the 19805, RAFT -

“raised concems about genetlc erosron

o . through campaigns and” speaking fours. tn __‘- o
"+ 46:countries in Europe, Asra Afnca Latrn

: =Amenca and Australia;’

PR S f"cooperated with Third World delegates at
J - UNCTAD in Geneva:- - a
*» . published with-the. Dag Hammarsk;old Foun-'f;
“- . dation “The Law of the Seed”, which-ad- " -
© " dressed-the loss of genatic resources and

_ broadenied the debate to rnclude
Abrotechnology

7« with Third World governments and other L
7w NGOs, successfully encouraged FAQ to- adopt o

" The International Undértaking on Plant Ge-.

. ;. netic Resources;” -
.¢. « - encouraged FAO to estabhsh the Commlssron St

* . on Plant Genetic Resources; - -

© e ‘wasdncorporated in the Netherlandswrth an -~

* international Board of Trustees: -

Sl o edited theffirst “Advance Technology Nlert -
:* -+ System Bulletin” for UNCSTD; - o
© . undertook a global tour to raise. awareness of S

" FAO'S Comhissior on Plant Genetic Re-.*

. SOurces, whrch more: than 100 countrres

joined;

- f « “received The Right Lrvelrhood Award in the

parlrament of-Sweden;

.« “published“Thg Commumty Seed Bank Klt” in '_ _
- English, French, Spanish and Portuguese; to PR

" help Third World NGOs establish™ ~ .~ .- -
S {communrty-based genetrc conservatron pro-
LD ograms;y,. .
-+ e - began research on brotechnology and genetrc o

" "resources, and. published the first of 27 (to.- -
- date “RAFI Commumques for crrculatron
worldwide; - '

B - -lobbied for the .adaption of Farmer S Rrghts

by the FAO Commission, and called foran .

International Fund for PlantGenetrc Re- ‘

. sources;

. _ negotiated the frrst formal contrrbutrons to '

“the Genetic Resources Fund from vanous US L
- of ngw gene fund.and germplasm access; and .

'.".foundatrons AR

o o with the Dag Hammarskrold Foundatron con-_-k'

* vened the first international conference-on.

- socioeconomic and environmental impacts of :

emerging biotechnologies, whrch produced
A“The Bogeve Declaratron R

I l 5 years of achlevement

_ . NGOs, scientists:and government officials on
_ génetic resources and brotechnology, '

ssimilar workshops and surveys were con-’

-~ ducted in-Asia and Latin America;

"+ "“the [atin America workshop proposed an '

-~ “Ethical Gode of Conduct for Plant Collectors '
- .. - and a“Code of Conduct on Brotechnology

" with Third World-NGOs-proposed both codes
“of conduct to FAD. for adoption. The code-for.

- plant coflectors has been adopted. The- code

-, on biotechnology is still pending; = - o
with the Dag’ Hammarskrold Foundation, pub- S

- lished “The.Laws of Life",:a comprehensrve ’
‘examination of the socioeconomic and.envi- - -

. ronmerital-impact of new brotechnologres on-

. the Third World; - :

s organizeda consortrum of Canadran NGOS to

"0 s'supporta 3-year $1 3.million ‘programime for

" genetic conservation in. Africa;. .~ e N

. participated in.the Keystone lnternatlonal Dra— =

-~ .'logue on Platit Genetic Resources; an

" ~off-the-record negotiation between govern-
- ments, NGOs,-and industry: " Invited tosjoin” -

" .the. Steenng Commrttee for the Keystone Dra-

. logueto review the Dralogue - :
- supported ENDA ZimBabwe in the frrst SADCC
" (Southein-Africa Development Goordinating "
*Gonference) conference on brotechnology and
~genetic resources;: - T~
~.-at a‘roundiable. of-African screntlsts in Kenya
_~. = introduced for the first time, the concept of
L - the:Informal Inniovation System, which ap- -
. 1peared in Agenda 21;an envrronmental and -
" .development strategy - for the next century; ., .
’ supported the Dag Hammarskjold Foundatron S
. in its first Nordic Symposium on’ :
) Biotectinology at which governments dlS- i
- .cussed the impact. of blotechnology on the
5 Thid Werld; - - :
e atthe Ethiopian Gene Bank, held afrrst—of-rts- -
:King, Africé-wide workshop for African NGOs *
of policy and-practical aspects: of plant genetrc L

resource conservatron

- Inthe 1990s, RAFT

-was invited by the Unlted States Department of

S ’;,Agrrculture -
"+ tofacilitate' meetings between the US Govern- R

. mentand FAQ 1o allow the USA to join the =

" .FAQ Commission and Unidertaking on Plant . © -
* Genetic Rescurces. Qutcomes: - acceptance j =

" . by'FAO and USA of: concept of guid pro quo
.between breeders’ stocks and Third World -

" -un-commercialized genetic stocks; de- lmkrng

a proposat for a-fourth International Technrcal

the:FAQ Commission; .

-",pubhshed Shal'termg Food Pol/trcs and the

held a semmar for Thrrd World delegatrons to f'
" the UN on brotechnology and btologrcal drver—
A L
' ' did-a stirvey of seed conservatron in Afrrca K
+ """ .and with the:Plant Genetic Resources Centre -
- of Ethropra heid a-workshop for farmers,

- . Conference on Plant Genetic Resources. Pro-.» .
posal later.introduced mto Fourth Sesern of o

fLoss of Genehc D/versrty (Brrtrsh title: - The .

Threatened Gene): Since published in. Ger- :
man, with-Htafian edifion pending; -

© -« published:“The Seed Map” later USed in a R
" F-+ . kit for Canadian schdols; . - - - - i
-* "RAFI Board member, Melaku Worede named"
" as Chair:of FAQ Commlssron on Plant Ge—
.. - netic Resources; -
«-.concluded the Keystone Dlalogue through
" *_patticipation in second plenary, and was
- " sole NGO partrcrpant in mtergovemmental "
~.negotiations held in:Stockhoim-on the-Key-.
“stone proposals Proposals endorsed-by

'i - key UNCED. npgotiators present participated -

“in concluding Keystane sessioris of- intellec- .,

: tual property (Rome),’ institutional réform
- (Uppsala), and the closrng plenary.in Oslo,
‘Achieved agreement on a “Global Inrtratrve

. on Plant Genetic Resources”, mcludmga S

. $300. miltion annual furid:- .
"partrcrpated with SEARICE, the Dag -
" “Hammarskjold Foundation, government -~
s representatrves iand other.NGOs ina Bang- -
" kok semiriar-ory genetrc resources polrcy and -
- ‘consérvation;..
“in Africa, assisted governments m a revrew :
-of-national legrslatlon relating to lrvrng mate— »
rials; briefed governments on issue;
“s.- Wwith Inter Pares,-organized frrst-ever

. > Lusophoné’ workshop'on-genetic- resources :

- . for Portuguese speakmg African NGOs and R
- govérnments; -
-received-the Judges World Hunger Year :
’.,Book ‘Award for Shatter/ng R .
" with. CLADES, attended UNCTAD. Villin Co- A
o lomhra regarding ¢ economic and-aid aspécts - -
. .of biodiversity; discussed UNCED with Thrrd -
. -World-trade and development ministers; -~

- propossd: language -on Farmers’ Rrghts and .

* Informal:innovation Systems adopted By -

. ;UNCEI PrepCan in New York; in prepara-
tion for UNGED briefed government and

- "NGO delegations; assisted iri preparing -

. “‘documént presenited.at UNCED by Sweden

supplred brrefmg papers 10 NGOs attendrng '

- UNCED;

invited to address ClMMYT rn Mexrco and
ICLARM-and-[RRt in the Philippines; agreed- ,'

* with CGIAR to hold regional dialogues be-

) " tween NGOS and IARCs in. Africa, Asiaand -~

_Latih America; addressed IBPGR staff and

- . discussed joint programmmg onthe conser- '

.a

. vation of-genetic resources; participated:in iy
.,lCLARM conference o aquatrc genetrc re- :
sources (Manila); - -

gstablished office in Queensland Austraha T
developed ¢oncept of Biotechnology Early "~
Response System for. impacts of high tech-‘ ’
nology on Third World farmers; .
during the Keystone Dialogue, the UNCED -

;: process; and at FAQ, promoted the impor-

" fance of indigenous knowledge in plant -

- breeding and.conservationof seed stocks ;
‘promoted Seuth-South collaboration -

- .. through training of SEARlCE personnel in.

Addrs Ababa. i
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